2> What to Know Before You Buy or Sell

Your 5-Minute Market Guide for Joplin & Nearby Communities
From Michelle

Buying or selling a home is a big milestone — and you deserve clear, local guidance without the fluff. | put this quick guide together to help you feel
prepared and confident, whether you're just exploring options or ready to make a move.

If you want to talk through your situation, I'm here with the heart of a teacher and over a decade of real-world experience in our Joplin market. Let's
navigate this journey together with clarity, confidence, and care.

— Michelle



¥ For Home Sellers

Selling your home in today's Joplin market requires a thoughtful, strategic approach. The good news? With the right preparation and pricing, you can attract

serious buyers and achieve a successful sale. Here are three essential strategies to position your home for success.
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Presentation Matters

Today's buyers want move-in ready homes
that feel fresh and welcoming. You don't
need a full renovation, but strategic
improvements make a real difference. Focus
on low-cost touch-ups that deliver high
impact: fresh neutral paint, sparkling clean
windows, decluttered spaces, and bright
lighting throughout. Consider updating
cabinet hardware, refreshing landscaping,
and ensuring every room feels open and
inviting. These small investments help
buyers envision themselves in your space.

Price with Purpose

Over-pricing your home stalls momentum
and costs you valuable time on the market.
Use current market data — not last year's
comps or what your neighbor's house sold
for — to position your home strategically
from day one. I'll help you analyze recent
sales, current inventory, and buyer demand
in your specific Joplin neighborhood. The
right price attracts multiple showings quickly,
often leading to stronger offers and better
terms. Strategic pricing isn't about leaving
money on the table; it's about maximizing
your outcome.
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First Impressions Online Count

Most buyers see your home online first,
often while scrolling on their phones.
Professional photos, detailed floor plans, and
engaging video tours help you stand out in a
crowded market and attract serious,
qualified buyers. High-quality visuals
showcase your home's best features and
create emotional connection before the first
showing. Homes with professional
photography typically sell faster and for
higher prices. Don't underestimate the
power of a strong digital presence — it's your
24/7 open house.



+~~ For Home Buyers

Buying a home in Joplin and nearby communities is an exciting journey, and being prepared gives you a competitive advantage. Whether you're a first-time buyer or experienced
homeowner, these three strategies will help you navigate the market with confidence and make smart decisions that align with your goals.

Know Your Numbers First

Talk with a trusted local lender before you start
shopping for homes. Pre-approval clarifies your
realistic budget, monthly payment expectations, and
what you can truly afford — not just what you might
qualify for. This crucial step strengthens your offer
when you find the right home, shows sellers you're a
serious buyer, and prevents heartbreak from falling in
love with a home outside your range. | can
recommend experienced lenders who understand our
local market and will guide you through the process
with transparency.
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Don't Fear Negotiation

With a more balanced market in our area, buyers
often have room to negotiate on closing costs, repairs,
or other terms, especially when the home is
realistically priced. Don't be afraid to ask for what you
need. Home inspections often reveal opportunities to
request repairs or credits. Seller concessions can help
with closing costs when cash is tight. I'll help you
understand when to negotiate firmly and when to
recognize a fair deal. Smart negotiation isn't about
being difficult; it's about protecting your investment
and ensuring a smooth transaction.

Focus on the Big Picture

Headlines and interest rates move weekly, and trying
to time the market perfectly is nearly impossible. Your
personal timing, budget constraints, and long-term
goals matter far more than short-term market noise. If
you need more space for your growing family, that's
your reality. If you're relocating for work, waiting might
not be an option. Focus on what you can control: your
preparation, your budget, and finding a home that
meets your needs. I'll help you tune out the noise and
make decisions based on your unique situation, not

national headlines.

Ready to Start Your Home Search?

Let's talk about your wish list, must-haves, and deal-breakers. I'll help you explore neighborhoods,
understand local market conditions, and find a home that truly fits your lifestyle and budget.




¢-9 Final Thought

National news isn't local reality.

Joplin is its own market — lean on a local expert to make informed, confident decisions.

What you see on national news about real estate doesn't always reflect That's why working with someone who lives, works, and specializes in

what's happening right here in Joplin and our surrounding this area makes all the difference. | track our local market daily,

communities. Interest rates, inventory levels, buyer demand, and understand neighborhood nuances, and have relationships with

pricing trends vary significantly by location. Our local market has its lenders, inspectors, and other professionals who serve our community

own rhythm, its own opportunities, and its own challenges. well. You deserve guidance based on real local data, not national
headlines.

Whether you're buying your first home, selling to downsize, or making a strategic move, I'm here to provide the clarity, support, and expertise you
need. Let's have a conversation about your specific situation — no pressure, just honest guidance from someone who knows this market inside and
out.



Move with Michelle

Your Trusted REALTOR® in Joplin and Nearby Communities

With over a decade of local real estate experience and the heart of a teacher, I'm dedicated to making your home buying or selling
journey smooth, informed, and successful. Let's connect and talk about your goals.

&, Call or Text & Email € Website

Michelle: 417-438-5018 michelle@michelleclemons.com michelleclemonsrealtor.com

Charles Burt Realtors
417-782-1234
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facebook.com/michelleclemonsrealtor instagram.com/michelleclemonsrealtor youtube.com/@MichelleClemonsrealtor

[J Ready to take the next step? Whether you have questions about the current market, want to know what your home is worth, or you're ready to start your home search,
I'm just a phone call away. Let's make your real estate goals a reality!


mailto:michelle@michelleclemons.com
http://michelleclemonsrealtor.com/
http://facebook.com/michelleclemonsrealtor
http://instagram.com/michelleclemonsrealtor
http://youtube.com/@MichelleClemonsrealtor

